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A Letter from the Pastor

February 21 was an interesting day as well as an important date. Why?
Because it was Ash Wednesday, and Ash Wednesday is something really
special for Catholics. ThatOs the day that ashes on the forehead
proclaim to one and all, in no uncertain terms, B0l am a CatholicO!
Wonderful, isnOt it N we get our ashes N we let everyone know who

and what we are. The old Journal American Newspaper had on its
masthead a caricature of Puck with the words Owhat fools these

mortals be®. Words that really ring true if ashes are the only way we

can be identified as Catholics, as followers of Christ. Of the early
Christians it was said, Osee these Christians, how they love one
anotherQ. IOm sure that all at St. MaryOs Prepstudents Bfaculty and
parents Pare known as followers of Jesus, not because of ashes on the
forehead, but because of the way that they put into daily practice the
words of Jesus DOlove one another @ you love yourselfO. This is the
OwhyO of St. MaryOs Prep. This is what St. MaryOs Prep is all about. To
teach readinO, writinO, rithmaticO sure, but more so and much more
importantly to teach and help each of us learn to see Jesus in all of us.

Msgr. James H. Murray

2006 B2007 Home and School Officers

Pastor Rev. Msgr. James H. Murray
Principal Dr. Frank A. Calabria
President Susan Mills
Vice-President Susan Franklin
Treasurer Ellen Pietrucha
Recording Secretary..........cccoeeeeeiiiveeenn. Maureen Boulanger
Corresponding Seretary Nancy Ragc




On the weekend that the clocks go forward,
go back musically in time at theE

Spring Fling
Dance

Friday, March 9, 2007 ¥ 8:00pm in the Gym

All work and no playEno way! Come out on this night to hear the talented
Mikey Dee perform LIVE, the songs from the Rat Pack and Big Band era; get
together with friends you know-- have yet to meet- and dance the night away.

$20 per person ¥ $30 per coupléncludes Entertainment, Soda, Water,
Hors DOoeuvres ¥ BYOB ¥ Casual Attire

Compkte the below form and send back to school office no later than Friday, Marcl
2nd or call Maureen Boulanger at 96325 1665.

Put your dancing shoes on and come out for an entertaining evening for adult
conversations and FUNSchool, parish, friends alik®ALL ARE WELCOME!

Count us in on the fun at the Spring Fling Dance!

Number Attending

Name(s) of Attending

Phone Total Amount Enclosed




$20 per person ¥ $30 per couple. Make checks payable to St. MaryOs Prep. Send through schoa office
Maureen Boulanger no later than March 2, 2007.
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A Word from the Principal

Dear Parents & Friends o St. Mary's Prep:

Wednesday, February 21, is Ash Wednesday and
begins the Lenten season. We, at St. MaryOs Prep,
look forward to this time of year in that we not

only fast but also begin to do various deeds and
show our humanness and Christian spirit. We will
be starting our Lenten season with a Mass wherein
all students will be in attendance. As a sign of
giving and in preparation for Easter, each Friday
will be a Dress-Up day for our Eighth Grade
students. This will be an example for our student
leaders, the Eighth Grade class, to exhibit their
spirituality and belief in our school during the time
of Lent. There will be an emphasis in our classes on
the spirituality that enhances leadership,

character, and integrity. Students will be

introduced to the co ncepts of human leadership for
service and giving. These concepts will be taught
from Kindergarten through the Eighth Grade.

We are all looking forward to learning and
experiencing the impact of what it is to be a good
leader and to be focused on what Jes us expects of
us. It does take a little more to be a Mustang!

Dr. Frank A. Calabria

Dear Parents

We've been keeping so very busy since the second
half of the school year began. We appreciate all
the time, ideas and dedication so many families
supplied us with during Catholic Schools Week. And
we have had two fundraisers as well. Thank you to
Susan Franklin and all the families that pitched in

to make the annual Spaghetti Dinner such a
success. Thanks, as well, to Jennifer McCarthy who
is running with the Spring sale. All of these efforts
by all of our families are what keep us together as

a community. Thanks, as always, to all of you.

Mrs. Susan Mills, H.S.A. President

PS: Don't forget March 9th for the Spring Fling
Dance...it should be a lot of fun
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Fundraising to Date

Tricky Tray N Chairpersons: Tina Zaycer,

Susan Franklin.............c......... to date 19,586.40
GenevieveOs Fall FundraiseN Chairperson:

Jenn McCarthy.......cccccccvvennnee. to date $3,191.07
Family Breakfast N Chairperson: Ana Yagozinski
.......................................... to date $1,807.62
Bobby Byrne N Chairpersons: Bill and Mary Jo Muoio
.......................................... to date $3,783.00
Holiday Shopping ExtravaganzalN Chairperson:
Kathleen Rush...........cccoceeee to date $687.00
Christmas Wreaths N Chairperson: Sheri Washington
............................................. to date $841.90
Barnes & Noble Gift Wrapping N Chairperson:
Suzanne LaRiccia

............................................. to date $525.00
Spaghetti Dinner N Chairperson: Susan Franklin
.......................................... to date $1,616.31

2006-2007 Budget Assessment ............ ($42,000)
Total raised .........cccceevueeee to date $31,513.30
Remaining Assessment ....... to date ($10,486.70)

Looking Ahead

Help Needed for Next Year!

With graduation only 4+ months away, HSA is trying
to plan for committees held by 8th Grade families
and will need new chairs. Contact current
chairpersons if you would like to help or need more
information about what is involved.

Cafeteria Aides / Recess Committee Members

¥ Help needed for either Thursdays or Fridays to
assist with hot lunches in the cafeteria and
with recess time.

¥ We need someone to shop for supplies, keeping
the Kitchen closet stocked with plates,
ketchup, marinara sauce, salad dressing, etc.

¥ Committee also looking for someone to take
over the job of ordering the lunches.

Chairperson: Susan Franklin, Phone 973442-0897,

email sue900@aol.com

EditorOs Note N Input to create this newsletter is needed and always welcomed! The Mustang Monthly newsletter
is published by the third Friday of the month. Please send all submissions no later than the second Friday via
email (preferred) to NRa go@aol.com or through school (Attn: Nancy Rago, Corresponding Secretary).
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News from our Classrooms

Kindergarten N February is a short, but busy,
month in Kindergarten. The Special Persons
Program was delightful, The Kindergarteners,
wearing groundhog masks, sang a song about the
groundhog and his shadow. Valentine's Day and
PresidentsO Day were also celebrated. The
Kindergarten rooms were then filled with many
special persons wearing heart awards and sharing
refreshments, conversations and toys. As the days
of February passed by, the children made large
hearts on which they illustrated and wrote about
who or what they love. They also colored pictures
of two great Presidents -- Abe Lincoln and George
Washingtonand displayed them on red hearts. They
look so patriotic. The children also made valentines
that had LOVE coupons inside for their parents.
Kindergarten definitely loves "Spirit Week"! They
also want to say OThank YouO to Mrs. Malejko for
all she has done to acquaint them with Mardi Gras.
The class has completed 200 pages in the Reading
book. They have been working hard. As February
ends, the children will be looking forward to the
winds of March and SPRING! Mrs. Lutz

Second Grade N The second grade has keen
working hard preparing for the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. We have learned the Act of
Contrition and the Ten Commandments. We have
also started learning our script letters. We have
already learned our small letters and are now
starting to write words. The students are enjoying
this and are doing a great job. In Math, we have
learned to subtract with borrowing and will be
starting on telling time. We are keeping quite busy
each day. Mrs. McCarthy

Third Grade N The third graders have been super
busy this quarter. We have begun our new
vocabulary books and multiplication. In Science, we
are learning about the water cycle. In Reading we
have finished our fourth reading unit. In Math, we
have surveyed other students, tallied the
information and created gra phs both manually and
on the computer with Mrs. Daw to depict the
results. Thanks, again, to all the great families in
our class! Thank you, Malejko family, for the glue
sticks. Mrs. Prunty

Fourth Grade N The fourth graders were treated to
a surprise, beautifully decorated OValentine TreatO
table in the cafeteria at lunchtime on ValentineOs
day. This has become a fourth grade tradition, and
the students really enjoyed it. OThanksO go to my
terrific room mothers and their helpers. We are
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reading our way through the book, The Tale of
Despereaux, by Kate DiCamillo. Dr. Calabria joined
us one day while we read. There are so many
lessons the author writes between the lines, and
the vocabulary really stretches the class and
myself. Also, in class we are having a monthly
reading contest: most books read, and most pages
read. The winner in both categories for January
was Devin Lattuga! Books read N 10, pages read
1,611! | think there is stilla chance for the rest of
us! Mrs. Tatum

Fifth Grade N In fifth grade, we are participating

in the Great Mail Race. We have written letters to
Catholic schools in all 50 states, and we are
anxiously waiting for responses. In Social Studies
we are in the mid dle of a revolution and we are
now learning how to outline our chapters. For
Religion we have created our DARE box. Everyone
contributed their part. Mrs. Best

Sixth Grade N Catholic Schools Week and Spirit
Week kept us very busy and enjoying all the fun
activities. In Religion class we will be questioning
our Christian family roots and sharing ideas about
our own life's journey. Students will choose ways to
put God first in their lives. We will also be praying
for those who are suffering at this time. In  English
class, we are finishing up our unit on comparing
and contrasting. We will be starting Unit 5, which
introduces the concepts of verbs and discusses the
types of verbs, verb tenses, the principal parts of
verbs, subject -verb agreement, and usage
problems. This will help to improve our writing
style. Mrs. Kunz

Eighth Grade N The eighth grade has been very
busy. February was their month to work on a
Corporal Work of Mercy. They were given "Visit the
Imprisoned." To implement this work of mercy, the
students created prayer cards on the computer and
put together packages of rosary beads to send to
the residents of Greystone Park Psychiatric
Hospital. | was very pleased with the way the cards
came out. The students got very creative. In
Literature, the stu dents read works of Kurt
Vonnegut and learned about what character -istics
of a novel make it a classic. Most of Vonnegut's
work is written on an 11th grade reading level, but
the students had very little diff -iculty with the
interpretation. They also worke d very hard putting
Fun Day together. Mrs. Tucker

more ONewsO on next pageE
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March Dates To
Remember

Fri., Mar. 2, 9:00 a.m.
First Friday Liturgy

Terra Novas
Mon., Mar. 5 BFri., Mar. 9

Terra Nova Makeup Tests
Mon., Mar. 12 BTue., Mar. 13

Fri., Mar. 16
12:45pm Dismissal
Staff Development

Fri., Mar. 23
Grade 6 Social

Fri., Mar. 30
Grade 8 Dance

Lenten Prayer

Father, through our
observance of Lent, help us to
understand the meaning of
your Son's death and
resurrection, and teach us to
reflect it in our lives.

Grant this through our Lord
Jesus Christ, your Son, who
lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever.

Amen.
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more ONewsO

After Care N Attention SMP Campers: It's that time again! Once again, SMP will
be offering the Summer Camp Program. The Program will run 8 am to 4 pm,
and After Care from 4 pm to 6 pm daily. Grab your bathing suit, and come join
the fun. Information was sent home in the Friday folder. Please complete the
necessary form in order for packets to be sent. Any questions or concerns,
please contact Mrs. V. at the main office. Mrs. Vreeland

Music N Well, most classes have now completed an introduction to the Strings
family of instruments. They have looked at bowed, plucked, and hammered
string examples. They really enjoyed listening to Dueling Banjos! We will soon
move on to percussion and woodwinds. Many thanks to Mr. John Haley for
preparing some awesome CDs with a wide variety of music for the music classes
to learn from and enjoy. Grades 4 -8 have been tapping rhythms to musical
accompaniment with rhythm sticks, and started reading the notes on a staff.
Grades k2 made valentines with a song to go with them and practiced solo
singing in front of the class! Kindergarten made "Love Notes" -- heart shaped
notes that tell what they would sing about if they could write a song from their
heart for someone they love. Grades K -4 will be singing about Washington and
Lincoln at the close of the month, and maybe we'll try singing our Snowman
song again to get a little sn ow this winter. Heisa Victoria! Mrs. Warga

Here are the words to the St. Mary's "Fight"/Spirit Song:
Be the Best that You can Be (Pokemon Johto)

Everybody wants to be a master.

Everybody wants to show their skill.

Everybody wants to get there faster.

Make their way to the top of the hill.

Each time, you try -

Gonna get just a little bit better -

Each step you climb...is one more step up the ladder!

(REFRAIN)

It's a whole new world we live in.

It's a whole new way to seeE

It's a whole new place, with a b rand new attitude.
Here at St. Mary's Prep-

Be the Best that you can Be!

Everybody wants to make a statement.
Everybody wants to carve their mark.

Stand alone in the victory circle.

Stake their claim when the music starts.
Give it all you've got.

You canbe the very best ever.

Take your best shot.

And what you've learned will come together!

It's a wholeE (REFRAIN)
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Committee News

BINGON Lots of fun and excitement in the
wonderful world of Bingo! We have some new event
tickets (Pull tabs) that we are starting to put in to
play. The players seem to like them. We also have
some changes inthe Bingo Rosters...some folks
needed to change to Saturday teams...so if there
are any folks out there who would like to be on a
Wednesday team...there are openings...just call
one of the co -chairs. Laura Rodek: 201-650-5565,
Kathleen Rush: 973723-4990.

Campbell Labels/Box Tops N Thanks to Mrs. M.
Nelson for offering to print some flyers about
eligible items whose UPCs will enable us to get
equipment in the spring. Please remember to send
in the entire label, and then | can cut out the
correct part. Box tops will be being sent in shortly
for our final check for the 2006 -2007 school year.
We always welcome all label and box top
donations. Thank you. Mrs. Lutz, Coordinator.

Community of Faith Committee N A big welcome
back to Mrs. McCarthy. We pray for her continuing
recovery and we missed her very much. Sheri
Washington, Chairperson.

Wish Lists

Kindergarten N Copy paper, jewelry for our dress -
up corner and tissues and Clorox Cleanup Cloths.

Third Grade N Dry erase erasers, erasable pens.
We are alsoin need of a CD/Cassette player if
anyone has an older model that they would like to
donate that would be terrific!

Fifth Grade N playground balls, hand sanitizer,
anti-bacterial cleaning wipes.

iGiveEchange online shopping
for good.

To date, St. MaryOs Prep has received $141.63 in
checks, has 16 supporters and has raised $230.15
through iGive.com! Tell -a-Friend about iGive.com,
and St. Mary's PrepGets $5! Go to iGive.com
website for more information on how to sign up or
for send an email to your frie nds and family.
Additional questions or problems, donOt hesitate to
contact Nancy Rago, 973-627-6656,

NPRann™Manl ~rnm
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In Appreciation

Kindergarten would like to send their thanks to the
McCarthy and Kelson families and Mrs. Tatum for
supplying some of our wish list items.

| would like to thank the faculty, staff, parents,

and students who have been so suportive during
these past few months. | appreciate all the prayers,
cards, gifts, and well wishes | have received. They
have all been a great help and comfort to me,
including the Cheetos. Mrs. McCarthy

Fifth grade would like to thank the Gambetta
family for the USA map and markers and for the
playground balls.

The eighth grade would like to thank all who
donated items to our flea market. You helped make
Fun Day a huge success. Unfortunately, your
student may have brought more stuff home than
donated.

Thanks to the Cardone family for their donation of
paper to the office.

Our Amazing Students

Through a letter sent in by her aunt N Emily D. in
Grade 2 wants to donate her Christmas dollars
($35.00) to Hope House. OEmily wants them to have
something new. Please arrange to have it sent to
Hope House.O Bless you Emily for you selfless act.
May God bless you during this Lenten Season and
always!

Attention Teachers, Parents, and Fellow Students
Do you have something about one of our amazing
students and some act of kindness they have
performed? Please send a short note to Nancy Rago
or email NRago@aol.conto publish in this column.




