
 
 

 

MUSTANG MONTHLY 
 
 

A Letter from the Pastor  
 If I were a ÔguruÕ sitting high on top a mountain and if people were 
exerting terrific energy in climbing to the top to reach me so that I 
might impart some words of wisdom to them,  and the question they 
asked me was this, ÔWhat is necessary to be happy? What must I do?Õ  
I would have no trouble in answering them. The words IÕd use wouldnÕt 
be mine; they would be words found in the Scriptures, ÔKnow thyself 
and to thy own self be tru eÕ! You know, if youÕve never given thought 
to this, youÕll probably be surprised at my answer; but this is really 
what we try to teach each youngster here in St. MaryÕs Prep. Know 
yourself, remember who you are, where youÕre from, and where youÕre 
going. Once you understand that you were created by God and are 
loved by God and that God expects you to do your best with what He 
has given to you, then happiness is guaranteed. You no longer have to 
concern yourself with success; you only have to concern yourse lf with 
doing the best you can. God is not looking for results. God is looking for 
your effort. ÔReading, ÔRiting and ÔRithmaticÕ are important but what is 
much, much more important is the knowledge and acceptance of the 
fact that God loves me! And this, m y friends, is what we try to teach 
each of our youngsters here at St. MaryÕs -- you are successful once you 
understand that God loves you! This is the ÔWhyÕ of St. MaryÕs! 
 
 Msgr. James H. Murray 
 

A Word from the Principal  
Dear Parents & Friends of St. Mary's Prep: 
 The week of January 28-February 4 will be Catholic Schools Week. 
We look forward to all our students and parents taking part in this time 
that celebrates Catholic schools and, specifically, St. Mary's Prep.  
 I am sure you join with me in looking  forward to the special events 
planned for our school during that week. We must remember, however, 
that each day and each week is a celebration of the effectiveness of St. 
Mary's Prep. Our teachers and our staff, in general, each day celebrate 
the joy of t eaching and affecting the lives of your children.  
 Speaking of an effective teacher, I am sure you will join with me in 
welcoming back Mrs. Kathy McCarthy from her leave of absence. It was 
remarkable that Mrs. McCarthy began her class as if she had always 
been there. What all should know is that Mrs. McCarthy was actively 
engaged with Mr. Malecki, her substitute, in assuring that all students 
were taught and did not miss any work. Thus, we have two special 
celebrations Ð Catholic Schools Week and the return of Mrs. McCarthy. 
 On behalf of the staff and administration, I want to thank you for 
your help and commitment to our school. "It really does take a little 
more to be a Mustang!" 
 
  Dr. Frank A. Calabria 
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Upcoming 
HSA Events 

 
Friday, Feb. 16, 2007 

5pm Ð 8pm 
Spaghetti Dinner  
Pasta, meatballs, 

sausage, salad, bread 
and soda. 

$7 adults, $3 children.  
 

Cub Scouts Bake Sale 
for Dessert! 



Dear Parents  
 Happy New Year! As we start the second half of 
the school year, we have a lot to look forward to. 
Our athlet ic teams are in full season, and thanks to 
all the parents that have been coaching them for 
the past few months, as well as all the parents that 
come to the games to support the teams and cheer 
them on! We also have a lot of activities planned 
for the next  couple of months for some fun and 
fundraising. Don't forget to save the date of 
January 30th for the General Home and School 
Meeting. It will be a great opportunity to hear 
what's new with St. Mary's Prep, as well as meet 
some of the other parents.  
 Looking forward to seeing you there!  
 
Mrs. Susan Mills, H.S.A. President 
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Fundraising to Date  
Tricky Tray Ñ Chairpersons: Tina Zaycer,  
Susan Franklin....................... to date $19,586.40  
GenevieveÕs Fall Fundraiser Ñ Chairperson:  
Jenn McCarthy ....................... to date $3,191.07   
Family Breakfast Ñ Chairperson: Ana Yagozinski 
................................ .......... to date $1,807.62  
Bobby Byrne Ñ Chairpersons: Bill and Mary Jo Muoio 
................................ .......... to date $3,783.00  
Holiday Shopping Extravaganza Ñ Chairperson: 
Kathleen Rush........................... to date $667.00  
Christmas Wreaths Ñ Chairperson: Sheri Washington 
................................ ............. to date $801.90  
Barnes & Noble Giftwrapping Ñ Chairperson: 
Suzanne LaRiccia 
................................ ............. to date $525.00  
 
2006-2007 Budget Assessment ............ ($42,000)  
Total raised ....................... to date $2 9,856.99  
Remaining Assessment ....... to date ($12,143.01)  

EditorÕs Note Ñ Input to create this newsletter is needed and always welcomed! The Mustang Monthly newsletter 
is published by the third Friday of the month. Please send all submissions no later than th e second Friday via 
email (preferred) to NRago@aol.com or through school (Attn: Nancy Rago, Corresponding Secretary).  

Who and What is HSA? 
 St. MaryÕs Home & School Association provides an interactive relationship between the home and school.  
 Many successful financial, social, and enrichment programs have been sponsored to benefit our students. To 
continue its success, full cooperation and support of all parents is essential. This can be accomplished by 
attending all Home and School general meetings and by active participation in fundraising projects through the 
service contracts.  
 The Association also provides an opportunity  for parents to become acquainted with one another. An effective 
school is a community of learners and doers. We need all parents to join us in our endeavors to promote the cause 
of St. MaryÕs Prep, a vibrant school. If you see an area where you can help, feel free to contact the HSA 
President. 
 
2006 Ð 2007 Officers  
Pastor ................................ ................................ ................................ ... Rev. Msgr. James H. Murray 
Principal ................................ ................................ ................................ ........ Dr. Frank A. Calabria 
President ................................ ..................... Susan Mills, Phone 973-625-8412, email: susan.mills@aig.com 
Vice President ................................ ............... Susan Franklin, Phone 973-442-0897, email: sue900@aol.com 
Treasurer ................................ ........... Ellen Pietrucha, Phone 973-366-1532, email: mattandellen@aol.com  
Recording Secretary .................... Maureen Boulanger, Phone 973-625-1665, email: meboulanger@hotmail.com  
Corresponding Secretary ................................ ...... Nancy Rago, Phone 973-627-6656, email: NRago@aol.com 



News from our Classrooms  
 
Pre-Kindergarten  Ñ With the holidays over, we are 
busy now with writing our letters and numbers and 
our names. We are also practicing our addresses 
and phone numbers. Wintertime  is exciting and, 
although it hasn't been too cold, we were ready to 
welcome the flurries we saw the other morning 
with hot choco late and marshmallows! Then we 
talked about the letter M and painted with the 
marshmallows, too. We talk about all the animals 
in winter and how they cope with the cold 
weather. We are busy everyday learning new songs 
and reading lots of stories. We have b een to the 
gym to play games, and we visit the library often, 
too. We love to stay busy! Mrs. Sagaas 
 
Kindergarten  Ñ It may not feel like January all the 
time outside,  but in Kindergarten it is a "Wonderful 
World of Winter '. Mittens were designed to teac h 
symmetry. What was drawn on one mitten had to 
be drawn on the other, too .Now displayed on the 
classroom wall along with small snowflakes they 
help us to remember that this is "Mitten WeatherÓ. 
The Kindergarten did a great job. One outside wall 
has large snowflakes displayed. Each snowflake has 
a winter scene drawn on it. It is a blizzard of ideas! 
The other wall has "Our Snow Stories" on it. These 
are delightful to look at and read. Each Story 
Snowperson has a picture tummy snowball, a story 
written on t he bottom snowball and a face 
snowball on the top. Complete with arms, shoes, 
hats and other accessories added-each one is 
unique!  The skills needed for cutting, coloring, 
drawing and writing have improved greatly. The 
Kindergarten enjoys reading in thei r reading books 
and is now practicing printing in the printing books. 
In Math, they are working on time, money, patterns 
and recognition of numbers. Rehearsals are now in 
progress for the "Special Persons" presentation that 
will be on February 1st. "Let i t snow". WE will enjoy 
any snowflakes that happen to come our way. We 
hope you do too. Mrs. Lutz  
 
First Grade  Ñ First, I'd like to thank the First Grade 
parents for the gifts you gave me at Christmas 
time. It is such a pleasure to be with your children 
everyday; I feel truly blessed! Your children are my 
gift. What a wonderful school year we're having! 
Come visit our "Forest Habitat" display outside our 
classroom door. We will be studying three more 
habitats in our Science book. We will try to create 
each one of them. The "Wetlands" will be 
challenging, but we already have our strategy 
worked out. We'll see how it develops. We started  
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the 2nd reading book and will be learning about 
"nouns" and the "ed" ending. It's exciting to hear the 
children read the supple mental reading stories 
found on web sites available to teachers. They 
really like to be challenged! We're looking forward 
to Catholic School's Week! Hope to see you at St. 
Mary's Prep! Come visit! Ms. Ward 
 
Fifth Grade  Ñ In fifth grade we have begun our 
DARE lessons with Officer Bill Underwood from the 
Denville Police Department. It is a nine -session 
course that helps us make good choices and fosters 
respect for ourselves and others. We have 
successfully completed our first mid -term week. In 
math we are sta rting fractions, and we are looking 
forward to this challenging unit. Mrs. Best  
 
Sixth Grade  Ñ It's hard to believe that half the year 
is over. Time is flying. In English class we are 
presently in Unit 4. We will be doing vocabulary 
study and the listening , speaking, thinking, and 
composition skills that prepare students for writing 
a paragraph of comparison and contrast. In religion 
class we will discover our roots and discuss our 
ancestors. We will apply Abraham and Sarah's story 
to our lives. We have jus t completed writing poems 
and essays entitled "What Prejudice Means to Me" 
and will be entering them in a contest run by the 
West Morris Section of the National Council of 
Jewish Women. Hopefully, we will have some of 
our work published. Mrs. Kunz 
 
Art  Ñ The art room has been busy with a lot of 
activity. The 7th and 8th grades designed their own 
free form abstract sculpture using matting board 
cut into various shapes. We are now sketching one 
of the nine Chinese New Year Mythological Dragons 
which will be o n display in a few weeks. These are 
turning out to be very creative and will be colorful 
when completed. The 6th grade has been busy 
reconstructing our dragon which has been hanging 
in the art room. We hope to be able to find a 
temporary home in the cafete ria for it when it's 
completed for everyone to enjoy and admire. 5th 
graders are designing a work of art using 
watercolors. 3rd and 4th grades are busy making 
their own dragons. Kindergarten , 1st  and 2nd 
grades have been working on kites and lanterns 
which you can find hanging by the art room. Please 
keep us in mind for any sales on art supplies you 
come across.  
Mrs. Oberst and Mrs. Pallone 
 
more ÒNewsÓ on next pageÉ  
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more ÒNewsÓ 
 
Music Ñ Music class update: I would like to take this opportunity to, once 
again, thank all the parents and teachers who helped make the Annual 
Christmas concert such a beautiful production and success. I would also like to 
thank the students for the beautiful reindeer flower arrangement the y 
presented to me. I was deeply touched. And it is still in bloom! Music students 
have begun the new year by continuing their study of the brass family of 
instruments. So far, they have trumpet, trombone, tuba and French horn under 
their belts. Each studen t from grades 2 Ð 8 prepared a music report this month 
about various types of instruments ranging from violin, saxophone and dulcimer 
to lute, mandolin and glockenspiel. Some students even researched more 
obsolete instruments like African drums, Mexican gu itars and Chinese 
instruments. I would like to thank Miss Jacqui Best for coming to class to share 
her musical expertise with us as she demonstrated the clarinet and several 
brass instruments,  as well as taught us so much about them! The older grades 
continue their study of note counting and time signatures and will soon begin 
reading the notes on the staff. The younger students are beginning their study 
of note recognition. We were happy to finally sing our SMP spirit song 
(Pokemon Johto) at our Catholic Schools Week pep rally. Go mustangs! Mrs. 
Warga 
 
Spanish Ñ Feliz Ano Nuevo! I am excited to hear, "Hola!" and "Buenas tardes 
Senora Lombardi!", as I pass through the halls of SMP. Learning another 
language has been such an important part of my life, it mak es me happy to see 
the students embrace it. Kindergarten and first grade made books which were 
created from class work since September. Kindergarten focused on colors and 
first grade on numbers from 1 -10. First grade also learned a song. Second 
graders practiced oral repetition of simple greetings and nouns. Third graders 
are working on words for food items and also on numbers from 11 -20. Second 
and third graders can check out books from our mini Spanish library. Fourth and 
fifth graders have been mastering  the Spanish alphabet, vocabulary, greetings 
and the Hail Mary in Spanish. Sixth grade Spanish is particularly challenging 
because it is the first year students have the more intensive 4-day a week 
program. They have wowed me in their ability to cover impo rtant introductory 
material, including verb conjugation, present progressive tense and vocabulary! 
Seventh graders are a step ahead, covering the more complex verb Ser with 
sentence formation. Both 6th and 7th grades have the Hail Mary almost 
memorized! Eighth graders have reviewed much essential material and have 
increased their vocabularies. I am speaking more Spanish to this class in an 
effort to help them develop their "Spanish ears". Each month two 8th grade 
students do an oral presentation depicting l ife in a different Spanish -speaking 
country. Their visual presentation remains on the classroom bulletin boards for 
that month. Hasta luego! Senora Lombardi  
 

February Dates To 
Remember  
 
Catholic School Week  
Jan 28 Ð Fri. Feb 2 
 
Fri. Feb. 2, 9: 00 a.m.  
First Friday Liturgy  
 
Wed. Feb. 14 
ValentineÕs Day 
 
Fri. Feb. 16  
FUN DAY 
12:45pm Dismissal  
Staff Development 
SPAGHETTI DINNER 
 
Mon. Feb. 19 
SCHOOL CLOSED 
PresidentÕs Day 
 
Tue. Feb. 20 
SCHOOL CLOSED 
 
Wed. Feb. 21 
Ash Wednesday 
Lent Begins 
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Other NewsÉ  
 
Campbell Labels/Box Tops  Ñ A check for $147.00 
dollars was received from the fall box top 
collection. The money is used for school 
necessities. Our next deadline is March 15th Please 
try to b uy items with the box tops on them. One 
little box top may not look like much, but together 
they add up. CampbellÕs labels are always being 
collected. Collection bins for both are located in 
the front school lobby. Thank you for your 
participation. Mrs. Lu tz, Coordinator.  
 
Cub Scouts Ñ We just returned from space and 
what a trip it was. On Sat., Jan 13 th, we had our 
space derby with wind -up rockets that the cubs 
made. The adventure was topped off with pizza 
and soda for the cubs in space and their families . 
Our pack meeting was exciting also with a talk by 
Capt. Dan the mighty Pirate captain from Cub Scout 
Summer Camp. The adventures continue next 
month so stay tuned and look for us serving dessert 
at the upcoming Spaghetti Dinner. For information 
on St. Mary's Pack 3 Cub Scout's call Ed Rush  
973-537-7810. 
 
 

Looking Ahead  
 
Help Needed for Next Year!   
With graduation only 4+ months away, HSA is trying 
to plan for committees held by 8th Grade families  
and will need new chairs. Contact current 
chairpersons if you would like to help or need more 
information about what is involved.  
 
Teacher Appreciation Chairperson  
The chairperson organizes the volunteers from each 
grade level and scheduled month for their lunch. 
Chairperson: Lynn Parrinello, Phone 973-586-3066 
 
Cafeteria Aides / Recess Committee Members  
¥ Help needed for either Thursdays or Fridays to 

assist with hot lunches in the cafeteria and 
with recess time.  

¥ We need someone to shop for supplies, keeping 
the Kitchen closet stocked with plates, 
ketchup, marinara sauce, salad dressing, etc.  

¥ Committee also looking for someone to take 
over the job of ordering the lunches.  

Chairperson: Susan Franklin, Phone 973-442-0897, 
email sue900@aol.com 

IGive and Scrip Program  
 
iGive.com -- the online shopping site that allows 
you to identify St. MaryÕs Prep as the charity you 
want to support -- has sent St. MaryÕs their first 
check of $28.54. To date SMP has 17 supporters and 
has raised $228.35 through iGive.com!  
 If you havenÕt already, donÕt forget to sign up 
today -- and tell your friends, aunts, uncles, and 
grandparents to sign-up as well. If you shop online -
- for thing s like books, cds, computers, clothing, 
software, office supplies, electronics, toys Ð donÕt 
forget that each store gives a unique percentage 
back to the school (some up to 15%). 
 For questions on how to sign up, contact  
Nancy Rago, NRago@aol.com. 
 
The ongoing Scrip program, where you purchase 
gift certificates/prepaid cards to be used just like 
cash, has certificates available from local grocery 
stores (e.g. Shoprite, Foodtown, A&P),  
 Check out the Great Lakes Scrip Center Retailer 
List -- www.glscrip.co m/retailerlist/index.aspx  
-- to search for retailers by name or type. Contact 
the School Office with orders or questions.  
 
 
 

February Basketball @ Home  
 
Come out and cheer on the SMP teams at the 
following home games!  
 
Girls Junior Varsity   
2/9/07 Ñ SMP vs. St. PatrickÕs @ 6:30 PM 
 
Boys Junior Varsity   
2/5/07 Ñ SMP vs. St. Vincent de Paul @ 6:30 PM 
2/9/07 Ñ SMP vs. St. Vincent the Martyr @ 7:30 PM 
2/12/07 Ñ SMP vs. St. Rose E.H. @ 6:30 PM 
 
Girls Varsity   
2/22/07 Ñ SMP vs. St. Rose E.H. @ 8:00 PM 
 
Boys Varsity  
2/5/07 Ñ SMP vs. St. Vincent de Paul @ 8:00 PM 
2/22/07 Ñ SMP vs. St. Rose E.H. @ 6:30 PM 
 
Visit www.morriscountyleague.org  to get league 
rules, game dates, team stats, and driving 
directions.  
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Wish Lists 
 
Kindergarten  Ñ Copy paper, 
jewelry for our dress -up 
corner and tissues and Clorox 
Cleanup Cloths. 
 
Art  Ñ We always need glue 
sticks, variety of paper, 
colored pencils.  
 
Spanish Ñ Any books, new or 
used in Spanish/English. Clear 
plastic report covers (the kind 
with the plastic spine down 
the side).  
 
Technology   Ñ  
¥ Copy Paper 
¥ 17" (or larger) Monitors  
¥ Pentium 4 PC's (working or 

not)  
¥ Ink Cartridges (HP #27& 

#28, HP #94 & #95) 
 

Our Own Geographic and Spelling Bees Star  
 
St. MaryÕs Prep 5th Grader, Matthew Gambetta, won the school National 
Geographic Geography Bee and the school Scripps Spelling Bee. WOW what an 
accomplishment! He is waiting for the announcement if he qualifies for the 
State Competition for the Geo Bee. He will be representing SMP on March 10th 
at Wm. Paterson University for the Northern NJ Regional Spelling competition. 
Go Matt! 
 
 
 

In Appreciation  
 
Thank you to the following families for their response to the school officeÕs 
request for paper -- Baier, Calabria, Haley, Kelson, Malejko, Nelson, Parrinello, 
Prunty and Simpkins families. Thank you very much.  
 
Pre-K would like to thank the Lattuga family, the Muoio family, the Harrigan 
family the Dickerson family and the De Luna family for all of the costumes, 
dress-up clothes,  books and toys. We are enjoying them all so very much. Also, 
we want to thank the Quennessen family for the 6 f t. Christmas tree and lights 
which brightened our decorated classroom for Christmas. It was beautiful!  
I would also like to thank the Pascucci family for storybooks from our book fair 
for the classroom. They are wonderful. Thank you to the Brachhausen fa mily 
for all the paper towels and wipes to help us through the winter!  

A Prayer for Ash Wednesday  
 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, the all-holy one, who gives us life and all things. As we go about our lives, the 
press of our duties and activities often leads us to forget your presence and your love. We fall into sin and fail to 
live out the responsibilities that you have entrusted to those who were baptized into your Son.  
 
In this holy season, help us to turn our minds and hearts back to you. Lead us into sincere repentance and renew 
our lives with your grace. Help us to remember that we are sinners, but even more, help us to remember your 
loving mercy.  
 
As we live through this Ash Wednesday, may the crosses of ashes that mark our foreheads be a reminder to us and 
to those we meet that we belong to your Son. May our worship and prayer and penitence this day be sustained 
throughout these 40 days of Lent. Bring us refreshed and renewed to the celebrati on of ChristÕs resurrection at 
Easter.  
 
We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever. 
Amen. 


